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The Business View.

Porhaps not slnee the beginning of
Cuba's struggle to be free has a more Im-
pressive memorial on ome branch of the
subject been presented to, Congress. than
that which has just been laid bafore It by
leading buniness men of tho United Btates.

The memorial confines itself to the vast
ecommercial and finanelal loss which our
own country has sustained by resson of the
prolongation of the war. There are many
other considerations, of course, Involved.
There In the right of mankind to life, liby
erty, and the pursult of happiness, There
is the political principle that governments
derive their just powers from the consent
of the governed. There Ia the humane
view, founded on the terrible sufferings to
which the people of Cuba have been snb-
jected, and the fearful ravages of diseaso
and starvation, Tut all this Is apart from
the purpose of the present memorial, which
deals with business losses only and reaches
these conclusions:

“The destructive war in Cuba has eontinued for
three gntire you with an average loss of lmport
snd export trade between Cuba and this ooum-
try of $100,000,000 per year, or & tolal lows of
$4N0,000,000 tmport and export trade since the
beginniug 0f the war, To this may fairly be added
heavy sums (rretriovably lost by the destruotion of
American properties, or properties supporied by
Amerioan eapital in the laland 1tsell, such as sugar
factorios, raliways, tobacco plantatidna, mimes) and
other industrial enterprises; the loas of the Unlted
Btates in trade And capital by roason of this war belng
probably far grester and more sexious than that of all
the other parties concerned, not m”lh hor-
self."

These are the words of a committes of
merchants, manufacturers, bankers, vessel
owners, and others engaged In trade with
Cuba. They come from bitter personal ex-
perience, Last May these signers presented
a similar memorial, but now they reinforee
{t from experience since.

What these men ask of our Government
is to stop the war, The form of Interven-
tion they do not Indicate. They desire
“this Government's ald In bringing about
actunl peace,” And yet la It poasible that
there can ever be any enduring peace save
on the basls of Cuban independence?

—_—

Changes in the Chinese Bituation.

If we ecan trust the reports telegraphed
from Pekin that Japan Intends to retaln
Wel-hai-Wel, and that Germany has ob-
tained permission to construct a rallway
from KisoChou into the interior of Shan-
Tung, we must Infer that the programme
announced by Sir MionaerL Hicks-Beacm
and Mr. A.J. BALFOUR has been abandoned.

Those Ministers announced that England
would mnever surrender the ocommercial
rights which her treaties with China gave
her, and this meant that she would
not permit a partition of the Chinese sea-
coast, since, In the territories lopped off
from the Middle Kingdom, her treaty rights
would necessarily lapse, It Is equivoeation
to say that British merchants will lose
nothing by Chinese dismemberment, inas-
much as Russia and Germany have prom-
{sed that Port Arthur and Kiao Chou shall
be free ports. What privileges British
merchants secure (n those harbors will be
enjoyed by the favor of the Czar and of the
German Kalser, whe what they want is
the righta which England’'s treaties with
China gave them. It Is highly probsble
that the Mikado, in his turn, if Wei-hai.
Wel I8 to remain in hils possession, will
grant to British traders free access to that
port, but England's troaty rights with
China will become non-existent, so far as
that naval fortress is concerned.

The net result of Lord Sarispunry's back-
down 18 that already three great powers
are permanently established at strategic
and commercial coigns of vantage and that
England has received no compensation, un-
less the right to extend a Burmese rallway’
fnto Yun-nan be regarded as an equivalent.
Admitting, however, that the outeome of
such a railway extension will be the asser.
tion on England's part that Yun-nan is
within her sphere of Influence, we must
stlll recognize that Lord SA118BURY has re-
nounced the principle proclaimed by Sir
Micuast Hicks-Beacn, that China should
not be subjected to “ sphere of Influence”
elaims which are steps tgward annexation,

It is well known that Wel-hai-Wel was
left by the treaty of Shimonosek!l In the
bands of Japan as a pledge for the payment:
of a pecuniary iondemnity, The moment
the Tokio Government decides to assert
sovercignty over the fortress, which It has
hitherto held only In the capacity of a ous-
todian, it loses [ title to the unpaid re-
mainder of the debt, and Chioa is thus re.
lleved from the neeessity of borrowing a
large sum of money from England, Russla,
or Germany., The Pekin Government {s
probably well pleased to be extricated from
the predicament inwhioh the conflicting
overtures of the three powers just named
have placed her, and from the necessity
of subseribing to the onerous conditions
attached by each of those powers to the
proffered loan, Moreover, she could not

powers that tendered It without offending
the others, On tho other hand, by permit-
ting Japan o retaln Wei-hal-Wel she not
only cancels o pecunlary obligation but
gives Germany s rival in Shan-Tung. It
will be ns easy for the Japanese to build a
rallway into the Interior of that provinee
from Wei-hni-Wel as it will bodor the Gor.
mans to undertake the process of exploita.
tiom from Klao Chou,

To the Hosslans the permanent presence
of the Japanese lo the naval fortress which,
Jointly with Port Arthur, commangs the
entrance to the Gult of Pe-chl-li, must be
peculiurly obnoxlous. The revision of the
Bhimonoseki troaty was brought about by
the Czar's advisers for the express purpose
of excluding Japan from the Aslatic main
lund, and that purpose would have been
carrled out, through the punctual payment
of thoe last installinent of the Chipese [n-
demulty with money furnisbed by Russia,
Lad not Germany's selzure of Kiao Chon
upsel the original plan. The value of Port
‘Arthus to Rusala s materially lessoned by
the fact that a neighboring naval station is
to be posscssed by a strong power, Of the
five powers thut, It was supposed, might co-
operate in the partition of Chine, each has
got somethi with the exception of
France. She will undoubtedly inslst upon
& right to pubh forward rallways luto

Intense Interest In searches after their

slons In further India, and It would nob be
if sha also ceeupled the island of
Hal-nan, which lies not far from Tonquin.
The gist of the rocent changea in the
Chinese situation Is that China would
rather see Japan fastensd on her flank than
k borrow any more money in FEarope on the
unploasant terms Imposed, It Is also
manifest, now that the assertion of Inpaness
soverslgnty over Wel-hal-Wel haa followed
the German oceupation bf Tlao Gifoa and
the Rusaian occupation of Port Arthur,
that, whatever attempts may be made to
vell the fact In enphemsistio  words, the
partition of Chins has begun,

Not to Be Dodged.

The Rocheater Union and Advertiser Ia
one of the Democratic papers that are
anxlous to keep national polities ont of the
fall election In this State. Wherefore it
controls Its menns of t.beor;ld:::ltma.uﬂ-
clently to say the New York election " will.
be a purely State election, and t!tn“bl;z‘1
erate will foree tha contest on State issnes,
while the Republieans will try to run away
from State Issues and try to divert atten.
tion from thom by play upon Federal
finance,” and so forth, .

There are no State Issues to ran away
from. There are natlonal Issues from which
it will be Impossible to run away., Does
New York still stand by the gold standard
That Is the question to be settled by the
fall election in this State. That Ia the one
fsaue, It & an issue which will be voted
upon by every voter who casts hia ballot for
a candidate for the Hounse of Representa-
tives, for a candidate for State Senator, for
acandldate for Assemblyman. It will be
voted upon to exactly the same exteat by
every man who oasts his ballot for a candi-
date for Governor. New York will not sup-
port McEINLEY and the goldstandard sim-
ply by sending to the Houssof Representa-
tives & delegation with a Republican ma-.
jority. Bheshould sand to the Btate Senate
and the Assembly a Hepublican majority,
50 that s Republican will be elected next
January to suoceed EpwaArp Muarny asa
Senator In Congress. Bhe should elect the
Republican State ticket, so that there may
be no room for doubt as to her continuing
faithfulness to the policy of finaneial honor
and safety. -
For encouragement and use to the repu-
diationista In 1900 the possession of the
State Government, and the preatige and In-
fluence which that possession would give
them among the weak-kneed, would be
enormous, ¥
The party that carries l(n'w York next
November will win agreat national victory.
The Democrats know that perfectly wall,
but as an offset to their Indefensible na-
tional issue they hope for further favors
from the Republican factionists who gave |
them the State and this city last fall. But
it will be Impossible to wriggle out. The
national issue will' dwarf every other.
Munlicipal non-partiranship was a breath of
Bedlam, State non-partisanship is beyond
bellef.

The Passlon for Pedigrees.

For many years past many people in this
republic bave taken an earnest and even

genealogles, This desire for pedigrees Is
due toambition for soclal distinction, pride
of family, or the hope of getting some basis
of faet on which to found such pride, and
also oocaslionally to a delusion that there
are estates of fabulous value in Europe,
more particulatly in England, which are
obtainable by the establishment of such
genenlogieal claims upon them by lost
American heirs. This last/ incentive was
more frequent formerly than it Is now,
there having been at one time shrewd fel-
lows, both here and in England, who de-
voted themselves to stimulating It in sim-
ple minds. .

At present the motlve is almost wholly
an ambition for distinction from the herd
of humanity in a democratic republie. It
s so far pervasive that among the books
most sought after Io the great librarles
are those relating to genealogy and her-
aldry, largely by professional gemealogists
employed by peopls eager to construct aris-
toeratic pedigrees for themsalves, and to
establish some sort of sembldnce to a title
to coats of arma and crests, with which to
decorate and distingulish thelr letter pa-
per, their sllver, and their carriages,
‘Genealogical socleties and clubs are also
numerous, and there are many current qub
lications on the subject, -

It s & harmless passion, and may hold
possession of men and women through-
out a long lfe, affording much Innocent
diversion for their friends, The obstacles
to the construction of a thoroughly com-
ploete and eatisfactory pedigree In all its
links are usually insurmountable, but they
serve only to stimulate further the eager-
ness of the quest, The dificulty of es-
tablishing a connecting link strong enough
and long enough to go across the ocean to
the Old World is the prime causs of
trouble which whets the meal of the
genealogleal searcher. Amerlcan genealo-
glea golng back to the earliest coloniel
period of this country are frequent, but
the authentic Instances where the link
stands the corroslon of the salt water and
can be attached to a veritable pedigree of
arlatocratic distinction on the other side
are comparatively few,

Obviously the great mass of the Immi-
grants coming to this conntry at all perlods
have not been of aristocratic lineage, and
the wealth which has given distinction to
most American familles has been accumu-
Iated almost wholly by the descendants of
hardy stock, In which there was no trace of
blue blood. Thelr Inheritance was rather of
industry, peasant-like scquisitiveness, and
the humble virtues of econowy and thrift,
That is the stock which has bullded up our
American  prosperity; it began poor and
throngh its own energy and prodence rose
to wealth, At present, more especlafly,
the great fortunes of this country are pos.
sessed almost exclusively by such families,
most of the estates regarded as great a con-
tury ago having been disslpated mean-
while, or now belng only moderate or very
small as compared with the magnitude of
these later accumulations, For lnstance, o
list of the very rich men of New York one
hundred years ago would Include no one of
the famllies now most consplcuous for
wealth here, Most of the names now asso-
piated with vast fortunes were even un-
known socinlly fifty years ago, and families
then living In soclal state bave passed
away Into relative obscurivy,

Undersuch elreumstances, of course, there
isuot & promising field for pursuing gene-
alogical investigations with resulta grati.
fying to the vanity of the_searcher, Tho
further the pedigree s carcied back, often-
times, the humbler {s likely to be the end
at which it fetehes up ; bence the greater is
the lncentive to frand in the prolessional
genealogical agents employed to discover
britlinnt grigin, .

may be, however, s conservative and a use-
ful sentiment to soclsty, by Ind nelf-
respoet, and (mpelling those by it
to behave themselves better ont of venera-
tion for real or spurious aristocratic an-
cestors, with the consequence that the ex.
isting generation and the gemerations to
ecome are benefited. That pride, however,
may be in every man who comes of decent
people, though they were of the humbls
birth of nearly all American families of
wealth and present soclal consequence.

Lately, however, there has beem talk
about the formation of an *‘Order of the
Crown" In America, on the pretension that
ita membern come of royal families. That
is nonsense; we doubt If thers Is a single
Instance where a particle of any such gene-
aloglienl evidence ia adducible. The whole
is vanity and moonshine. Besides, what ls
thare to boast of in royal blood, especiallyt
It it gots Into the veina of familles not reg-
ularly ineluded in legitimate roval pedi-
grees, I In likely to have come Ina way
" not protocative of becoming pride.

1
The Town Electiona.

Fiftyslx of the sixty counties of New
York hold what have come to be known as
“gpring elections™ for the choice of Buper-
visors having control of the county affairs
in each. In New York connty, eolections
for Supervisors were done away with twen-
ty-elght years ago; in Kings of late years
there have been slections for Supervisors
only In the'county towns, but as thess have
been consolidated with the clty of Brook-
lyn, such elections have ceased. Section
1,679 of the New York charter abolishes
the township divisions of Richmond coun-
ty, which formerly chose Sapervisors on
the second Tuesday in February, and sec-
tion 1,681 wipes out like distinctions In so
much of the county of Queens as s now
Included in Nel York. In the other
countles, elections for Bupervisors continud
to be held on different Tuesdays, beginning
on the second Tueaday of February and con-
tinuing until the last Tuesday in April,
when they are held in Lewls county.

On Tuesday last thers were township
elections in seventeen counties, mostly in
the Interior of the State, and they showed
almaost aniformly a continuance of Repub-

| liean eontrol, though by diminished majorl-

ties compared with the electlons of a year
ago. In only one of these counties did the
Democrats get a majority of the Board of
SBupervisors, yet in many towns heretofore
strongly Hepublican the rural Democrats
made gains, though with corresponding
losses In the larger towns,

We have commented, heretofore, upon
what in some places Is deseribed asa politi-
cal phenomenon, or something very like It,
namely, the increase of the Democratlo
vote in many interior townships before
overwhelmingly Républican. It is, how-
ever, no phenomenon at all, but a very
natural outcome of the Bryanite silverite
campalgn of 1806, In which the Demo-
cratic party of New York has made an
incendiary appeal to the discontented ele-
ments of the population In large cities, and
also to the dissatisfied and unsuccessful
residents of the farming regions of the
State, Many Popullsts, many former
Prohibitionixts, and many radical and
generally dissatisfled voters found In Bry-
ani an outlet for their discontent,
and 80 long as the Democratic Senator in
Whashington continues to vote as a silver-
ite and for the causp of slilver, and the
party’s Representatives continue to take
a llke course, Democratie gains in town-
ship elections In the Interior districts
need occasion no surprise. In its practical
effect upon the polities of the State this
change, however, Is without consequence,
Whatever may have been gained by the
Bryanized Democrats in the interior they
have lost in the large citles.

The Republicans are stronger In the
great citles becauss of thelr advocacy of
honest finance and the preservation of the
public credit than ever before, and desul-
tory losses in some county towns accord-
ingly are not of significance, Moreover, op
Tuesday twice as many Republican as
Democratic Supervisors were chosen,

The Yukon and the Klondike,

Several years ago THe Sux first ealled
attention to the peculiar difficulties of lo-
cating and defining that part of the hound-
ary line between the American and Brit-
ish possesalons south and southeast of Mount
Saint Elias, ns described In the treaty of
cession from Hussia, because the line was
to be drawn parallel with the coast, ten
leagues inland. It also pointed out at
the same time the certalnty of a dispute
about it, hetween our Government and that
of Great Britain, should gold or other
preclous metals be discovered in that re-
glon; and now the dispute [s upon us. The
discovery of gold mines in the Yukon val-
ley, and especially in the Klondike, has
caused a great rush to that reglon, and as
it liea far to the north of any reasonable
rallroad connection from even the Cana-
dlan Pacifie, the gold seckers are forced to
go by the way of the North Paciflc coast
lines. Those who seek thelr destination
by the mouth of the Yukon are ferced a
thousand miles or more out of the way, and
as the river Is open for only four months of
the year, it will be seen that the gold re-
glon can be neither reached nor supplied
satisfactorily by that roundabout route,

Practically the routes by Skagway and
Dyea are one, and while this Is the ahort~
est, it is by no means good, owing to the
great rise of from 2,000 to 3,600 feet in
the first twenty miles and the heavy fall of
snow on the sea side, It I8 almost [mipas-
sable for a rallroad, although plans are on
foot fgp the construction of a wagon road
first and a rallroad afterward,

The next route is that from the head of
Taku Inlet through Teslin Lake to Teslin
River, and while the land transit is consid-
erably lopger than by Skagway, and the
rise greater, it Is supposed to have some
advantages over the latter, on account of a
lighter snowfall, Both of these routes start
from ports clearly within the jurisdiction
of the United States, but where they cross
the boundary lise is already in dlspnte,
The third route {s by the Btickeen River to
Teslin Lake and River, from a polot on the
Stickeen beyond American jurlsdletion,
This s favored by the Dominlon Govern-
ment, which s sald to have made n con-
tract for the construction of a rallway,
heavlly subsidizged In land, and baviog a
monopoly for flve years,

It Is Lo Le observed that all these routes
must connect ut first with water transpor-
tatlon on the Lewes River and ifs aMuents;
but lnasimuel ay those streams are frozen
at least ball the year, and the passes on
the sea slde sald to be filled with suow fifty
foet deep at times, the best road on the
best route will prove to be entirely (nefll-
clent as o means of commuunleation and
supply for any cogsiderable mumber of
miner, unless it ls axtended Inte the min-
Ing districts. If & practicable line could
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bead of Cook Inlef, weat of Mount St
Lllan, wholly on our own territory, and a
rallway could be constrneted all the way
to the Yukon in the general diréction of
the Kiondike, with branches to the new
flalds when discovered, the transit would
be much shorter and more direct, and if the
route conld be kept open during the winter
it wotld be feaslble to supply a large popn:
Intion, But the presonce of extenaive
glaciers on that part of the coast indicates
a heavy downfall of snow and great difi-
culty of keeping open any route which
might be found across the monntains,
Desirable as it would be, It Is probable,
from all the Information that can be
grthered, that no effective rallroad commu-
nieation ean be bad from the coast
weat of Mount'St. Ellas; hencs it is nocea:
sary to look-for a route east of that point,
which will bring it across both American
and British territory, and add another to
the many difficulties to ba dealt with,

It in to be remembered that upto the
present time the miners In the Klondike
district are nearly all Americans, that nine
out of every tem who go there in the
rush mow on will also be Americans, and
that It will not be long, it the present ex-
citement is kept up and the means of get-
ting there are supplied, until there will be
o hundred thousand people, possibly more,
sproad out in that inhospitable but alluring
region. Their proper government will be-
come & matter of grave concern, They will
“eatablish order readily enough. Private
enterprise will hardly be capable of deal-
ing adequately with the question of trans-
portation, as affected by the climate, In
time to prevent great want, and this seems
to indicate that the Government at Wash-
Ington should sét on foot at once a series of
reconnolssances apd surveys, under capable
and experienced srmy officers, of whom It
has a great number, with a view to the dis-
covery of the best routes of communieation
and supply, for wagon roads, rallroads,
steamship and steamboat lines, Itahould
not walt for Congress to act, but should
proceed at once, both independently and
In ¢ on with the authorities of
the Dominlén. It ecannot afford to walt,
Preparations should be made now, so that
parties can be put in the fleld at the first
break.-up of winter.

A region of 500,000 square mlles Is to
be explored and developed, and gold, sil-
ver, ‘and other metals will probably be
found in abundance in many places be-
sides the Klondike, A great rush may
be expected, but it wlill require organ-
ised and systematic effort on ths part
of the General Government to regulate the
movement, to locate and establish boundary
lines and ways of communication and
supply, to guard against want and suffer-
ing, to provide loeal government, and to
protect the common Interesta.

The Canadian officlals are moving effect-
{vely, and ours should not be behind them,

Paul Krueger's Fifth Term,

The redlection of Mr. PAvL KRUGER as
President of the South African republic
for a fifth term is s patural tributs to the
wisdom with which the old Boer states-
man has conducted the affalrs of the coun-
try under circumstances of no ordinary
difficulty. He was only a youth of fifteen
when the republic was founded in 1840,
and was already learning to handle a gun
In itd defence. His life may be sald to
have been devoted to his country, for, while
his early manhood was passed in the fleld
with an ever ready weapon In hand, his
later years have been spent In guiding it
through the dangers gf more insidious at-
tacks. Prince BismMarox declared that Mr.
Krtgen was the greatest natural-born
statesman of the time, and his countrymen
have ratified that opinion by once more
conflding to him the care of their republie,

The task which the reiflected President
has before him is not by any means a
light one. The Transvaal Is in a state
of political transition from a purely agri-
cultural and pastoral state toone requiring
more elaborate organisation. Its soclal
conditions are also undergoing changes
arising from the Infiux of other races at-
tracted solely by the gold that Is found In
large quantities In some parts, Thelr pres-
ence In the country has been taken advan-
tage of to raise diffloulties of a political
character for the Transvasl Government,
with the object of bringing on outside in-
tervention In the affairs of the country
and the ultimate extinction of its inde-
pendence. The danger assumed material
shape two years ago, but was averted by
the vigilance of the Transvaal authorities
and the straight shooting of the rifles In
the hands of the Boers. Itls still immi-
nent, but, according to the letter published
in Tux Sux of last Wednesday, the Trans-
vaal people are confident of their ability to
meet It successfully,

Preaident Kntoxm has shown so much
tact in dealing with his opponents, and,
while resisting every attetnpt at usurpation
of the soverelgn rights of his Government
and people, has manifested so conclliatory
o splrit toward all forelgners who honestly
respect those rights, that I3 is fmpossible
to withhold recognition of the justice of
the demands of the Transvanl Gevernment
to be let alone to mansge Its own aftairs,

Although in size and power the South
African republic is relatively one of the
smallest and weakest of States, {t has
shown ltsalf strong In defence of {taliberty.
Its national motto Is * Eendragt maakt
meagt,” unity makes might, While It
standa by that principle President Kro-
GER and his people are assured of the sym-
pathy of every liberty-loving American,

Baseball,

Lant week there was a slgn of great
promise for the restoration of baseball to
decency and sportamansbip from President
Jaums A, Hanr of the Chicago team, Mr,
Hant showed bis determination to do what
he can toward bhaving adopted a rule for
suppressing rowdylsm and making the um-
pire once more umpire, But the anxiety
expressed by him In these words could not
i have been laid before the publie too soon :

“ I acknowledgs that [ expest comslderable opposl-
tion 1o this proposed rule at the 51 Louls mesting,
becsuse thera are many teams which have grown so-

tomed to adopting rowdy But 1 pro-
pose 1o pul my sssvciates o the Laague on record In
Ahis matier.

We feol that Mr. HArT has here heed-
lessly doue Injustice to the *teams" re-
ferred to, The individuals to be held re-
sponsible for the manners complained of
are not the players, but the owners of thelr
clubs, members of the Natlonal League.
These are the men who are actually for
disorder, and It Is with them that Alr.
Hanr and his associntes evidently expect
to deal,

abnd,

In aunouncing blmself w candidate for
the Democratlo nomination for Governor of
FPenusylvauia, Col, JiM Guevey declares proud.
Iy that he must not be “required Lo engage
o any unseemly struggie to secure delegaton'
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delegaten would now bo ongagod In an wn-
seemly strnggle (o nominate him had he not
rebuked thelr pnthusisatn. His vglce trembles as
he speaks of his willingnews “ to thake the fight
in the wnoven battles against power intrdnched.”
and you e¢an hear as woll nssos the sublime
stnlle that welters over hisface as he remarks
mystioally, but beantifully, that he desires,
*'above all things, the snocass of the Democratlo
party, which this year must and will stand for
good government and clean polities, without
rogard for the advancement of any candidate.”
Not a word abgut silver. Not a ayllablo about
the Chicago platform. The Hen., Jiv Gurrey
will have to come out of the woods If ho meana
to be the Democratic eandldate for Governor of
Pennsylvania.

The Baltimore American should Investi-
gate and roport upon tho person slgning horsell
Roan Karnivs, Howard county, Md., who puts
over her slgnature in the American the poem,
“Wa Are Boven," reduced from sevontesn vorses
to ten, and a little garbled,

The Hon. JorN RoDoMONT SOVEREIGN
has resumed his ncoustomed placo upon the in-
tallectual Lthrone, 1le has devised a new means
of boosting tho eause of 10 to 1. He has
founded a necessarily important organization,
which he describes as * wsecret politico-lnbor.”
Ite alm s * to prevent the coercion and intimi-
dation of the working man at olections,’ and
it Is to bave “rawlifications in every State™
This (llustrious thinker wouldn't have any-
thing to do with anything that wasn't laden
with ramifications. He s a whole forest
himsolf. Fis “secret polltico-labor™ concern
will be worthy of its founder, but it will
not keop him secrot, No othor man can utter
as much * politico-1abor "' sound as he can, but
searecy s not for him. He knows that an ad-
miring country cannot afford to lose him sven
for a week,

3 |
RaPe, hen, fose, tha e, BTAY, It SO ins
Groncs Fuep WitLisaws —Fortland Press.

The rumor has no lege to go on and no wings
to fiy with. There may be qualities of a great
allver statesman which the immortal Wrrtiams
Iacks, although it will puzzle any student of the
species to say what they are. At any rate, con-
fidence is not one of them. The iImmortal Wix-
t1aMs doean't meed to Import anybody from
Nebraska to show confidence in the immortal
WiLriams, He has confldenoa to burn already.
A meeting between him and the 16 to 1 peri-
patotic would be a confidence trust.

One of the discoverles made at Nippurby
Prof. Hinrreomr of the University of Penn-
sylvania conslsis of a number of tablots
on which a fArm of money changers and
plutocrats called Mumasau & BSoxs ocar-
ricd on ita nefdrions buainess. Mortgages,
loases, contracts, and tho rest of the docu-
ments used by these representatives of the
Nippur money power have been dug up. Where
is that money power nowi Are MURASAU &
Boxs oppressing the “ producing classes " of Nip-
pur at present ! The foes of the money power
in the United Btates ahould be d
by the knowledge of the fact that the
money lords of Nippur were finally forced qut
of business, Patience, patience! It I» not
much to hope that among the troasures found
by the University of Pennsylvania’s Babylonian
expedition may be a petrified octopus.

In order to maintain it=elf, the proposed cot-
tom trust would bave to make the best grade of vot-
ton st the 1 ible cost.. A d Times.

Buch a trust would belong to the very worst
members of a wicked kind. All trusts, not of
farmers or laborers., are nefarious, buta trust
that has the Insolence to reduce the price of an
article of common consumption s Incredibly
infamous, and s so classified by the experts.
The trust that makes things cheaper s the
trust that causes the biggest gurgling and boil-
ing In the waters of Buncombis.
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A passage in the Hon. W.D. ByNru's
speech at the Jewellers' banquet on Thursdey
showa the difficulties against which the fight
agninet Repudiation is conducted, * With all
doubt ns to the eafety of thestandard removed,"”
sald Mr. BYyNOM, "our system of currency must
be so reformed as to enable the people of every
section of the country, under proper sufegunrds,
to obtain nn ample supply of sound clreulation,”
By a reform of our financial system we nust
“romedy the evils and remove the cause of dis-
content In the ngricultural districta. A single
power of lssue ean never be made responsive In
dintricts remote from the financial centres.”

The present financlal system of the United
States s that there [a a lot of money of substan
tinlly one sort which finds and follows its
owners without prejudice. Mr. BYy~xUsM wonld
hare s now redistribution by making new
money, which, to achleve his purposs, would
have to be so bad that It couldn't leave the re-
glon of Its birth,

Any supporter of the gold standard who un-
dertakes Lo daxzle the eyer of discontented ag-
riculturists with promises of making money
more oaslly got by putting it In the form of
currency-reform bank notes will lose his labor,
The disconlented agriculturist will spurn him
and his alleged money-standard together, and
take the asborter and slmpler way of Mr,
Bryax's free silver.

The Bilss of Annikliation,

To roe Enrroa or Tue Svs-—Sir: If death means
oblivion, It mesns rest, eternal rest, for the weary
body, the racked mind. What man fears & sound,
peaceful sloop? But, ob, how many of us dread the

Ing, with Its uncer 1ta trinls, s labor,
and Us palns! For my part, I do not know whether
there be & futare life or not, but T am tnclined to
think there musf” be, and I dread that awful lespin
the darkness, with no knowledge where | may land,

Bracoxs Favrs, Conn., Feb, 10, R.J. R

To yax Eomror or Tue Sox—Str! Lot me ask
whethor sternal rest and slumber, free from all cares
and grisfs, Ia pot worthy of the name of heaven and
paradise ? lanonanys,

New Youx, Feb, 9,

Ture OF the Steam—It's ‘l'o’ Mot

To T Entron or Tus Sun—Sir: ** An Englishman **
speaks the truth wheu he says that wo mre an over
beated race. And Instead of meoting the sltuation by
wearing lightwelght overcoats and wrapm, wo wear
beavy ulsters and fur capes and keep them on in
rosating offioes and trains, and wonder why we have
“that Ured feellng" st night and why the grip finds
us such esay viotima,

For the luve of heaven turn off the steam |

BaocukLTN, Feh, 10, 1804, oBL

Make the Boveniy-second Streat Slle Bigior,

To TR Eorron oF Tmx Bus—Sir: In cousidering
aslle for the Boldlers and Sallors® Momument the
thought will pressnt ibself that such a monunient
must bs &s represontative of the herolo efforts of the
sallor as of the noble deeds of the soldier; and with
this thought ever prescnt it doos seem that this -
ument I-gfﬂlld be upon the water froat, wh.nramﬁ?.
spllor aa well as the soldler can see 1l equally well,
and thus over draw from (s fountaln of -ur-Jmom-
orles an ever living lnspiration of pairioti,

To plucs 18 st the polut suggested, near Gon, Grant's
towb, I foar would be asad mistake, for ous monu-
ment wuat oonflet with the biber, 1o the detriment
of both. To It, as » ted. at Seventy second
stresat, would meet the clalin of senilment, sod the
widih of that grand street would open w vista of
hnua In approaching the monuinent RS that poing;
but hnnl‘v-—mnd strret the amount of park
m I8 too limited, while the New York Coentral

Ladlroan J’l!’*ll Al the foot of the slreel wouald be niost
e and us te the view from the

Bo let us have it at dear old Mount Tom, whers na-
ture prepared ls walllng for this ¢rownlng glory, and
where nature and art will join In one llnl%nrmuny,

New Youx, Feb, 7. W, Wartacs Browen

Cannan's Second Thought.
Frow the Ciucinnati Enguirer.

Asugnaas, Ind., Feb, f,—lon Casnan of Aloxaudrie
caigs 10 this ety Wdsy snd took out & marrisge
Ueense. Ho sturted out the door and then stopped
snd began (o study, with the reault of turalng back
wihe clerk and saking that the lieenss bo lem up
aod no record misde. He sald thas (s marriage bus)
mesn bed jusl struck b as briog & most serious
thing, and b gursacd be would postpone (1. The lady
o whom be was sngaged s ot of e most bighly re-
apecied young womed 18 the county,

Conclusive Honson.
From (ke Hoston Trdusiier,

As the situation scems o palnt ieelf upon
the meatal reilne of Ul Jim Guesn, ibe

Tonch —,W”L 14 we Bot be proud of wealth
owar i
Clallie—lothuta Mo Latob's §o4 ai).

e
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HEPHERESOFINFLUENCE''INORINA,

The Dangers of the Empire’s Partition, amd
the Need of the Amerlean Governmeant's
Watohfuiness Over Amprioam Bights

Wasnmatox, Fob. 1%.—From private Infor
mation recolved direct from China, 18 appears to
ba probable that the Chinese Government or
ofMolals high In its confldence have stiggestad
an arrangement by which the npheres of activity
and Influenco of the various Edropean powers
in that country shall be defined, so that each
shnll have s fair share, and that compotition and
Intrigue shall be minimized., This suggestion is
#0 apecifio and precise that It would appear to
require nothing more than the exarcise of a
little reason and co-operation on the part of the
powera to give It practical effect.

Of conuirse tho Chineso are Ignorant of the real
dangsr thoy will ran if this {s done. They seem
to think that it will rid them of the prossure
which is constantly put upon them at Pekin by
the representatives of the Kuropean Govern:
menis for rallrond concesslons, contracts, and
trading privileges, if they divide the country up
in this way, I-I!d"l de that the reapective sub-
divislons may bg explolted exclusively by the
poople of the natious to whom they are assigned.
They appear to be unconsclous of the fact that
n “sphere of Influence™ Is a very elastic and
poarly defined agency, which In Afrioa earries
with it the Idea of absolute sovereiguty over
the reglon it covers, whilo In Asia it may
mean only commarcial supremacy or monopoly.
Clearly the latter moaning Is the one which the
Chinese who favor this idea have In mind. The
danger of its ndoption, in any aspect of the case,
fs obvious to the independent observer. It
would be fatal to American commercial inter-
ests and would In the end be ruinous to China,
A moment's consideration of the arrangement
as it would probably be carried out will make
the danger atill more npparent. It would doubt-
leas be as follows:

1. Rusala, having a colerminous boundary
with Chioa of something like four thousand
miles, and a protectorate by recent troaly over
the whole of Manchuria, would doubtless lay
clalm to all of that part of Chios Iying between
ita present border and the Yellow River, This
would give her the provinces of Peohili, Bhansi,
part of Shensi and all of Mongolia, and would
include Pokin, and all the ports on the Gulfs of
Pechill, Lisotung, and the Bay of Korea. Korea
{taclf s now practically a Russian province,

2. Germany, holding Kiso Chou Bay, would
doubtless claim all the country lying between
the Yellow Itiver and the Yangtse Kiang. This
would give her the provinces of Hhantung,
Honan, part of Shensl, Bechuen, Hoo-pe, part
of Nganwhel and part of Kianguu.

8. Great Britain would claim, as ghe has al}
ready announced, all the country lying between
the Yangtse Kiang and Canton, which includes
part ot the provinces of Kiangsu and Nganwhel,
all of Che-Kiang, Kiangsl, Fokien, Honan,
Y and Queichow, and part or all of
Quangsl and Quangtung. These provinces con-
tain the richest country and the most populous
citics of China, and would be the lion's share.

4. France would extend ber borders from Ton-
quin, Anam, and Siam as far north and west as
poesible, or as Groat Britain would permit. She
_would certainly olaim all those parts of Quang-
tung and Quangsi, and probably of Yennan,
iying south of the Long River.

It will bo observed that this arrangement
would exclude Japan from any conalderable
*sphere of infl " on the Chi mainland,
even If she continued to hold Wei-hal-Wel, as it
is now reported ahe intends to do, or it wounld
bring her at once into conflict with Russin on
the dne hand and Germany on the other, the re-
sult of which could hardly be In doubt. But
this general arrangement could hardly be car-
ried out peacefully without an effective concert
of the four yowoers concerned, for ¢ will be ob-
served Lhat these regions como in contact on the
borders, which in certaln parta are more or leas
diffioult to define, and could not be acourately
delineated without “some kind" of a precedent
understanding.

The most important consideration in all this
for our Government ls that while it would not
in terms interfers with our'commerce or treaty
righta, it would most sssuredly render them on-
tirely valueless, The very purpose of the pro-
posed arrangement is to glve the four European
powaers concernod a mounopoly of trade and rail-
road bullding and generally the right of exploit-
ing the country included in their respective
spheresof influence. The practical result would
be to exclude tho Amoricans and Japaness, yiari
passu, from all valuable and important business.

Whethor the arrangoments outlined mbove
will be carried into effect cannot yet be stated
with certalnty, but it is certain that they have
been serioualy proposed and conaldered, and It
is within the power of the parties directly con-
cerned to put them in the way of exe
cutlon, elther with or without a concert. All
their actlons ®s0 far are in accord with
the Chinese suggestions on tho subject, and as
what Is possible may soon become probable, it
behooves the Government at Washington to be
constantly on the alert, and not to walt too long
for more specifio informatlon. It should sct
boldly and independently for the prutection of
our trade in the far East, and to that end its best
course Is manifestly to make China ns well as
the powers understand clearly that the execu-
tion of this plan, wholly or In part, will be
looked upon as a grave Infraction of our rights.
We require no guardian or trustes In tho far
East and must stand for our own Intorests ns
against the world. If we can by advice and
moral sunport, or even through the holp of our
private citizens, so strongthen the hands of
China that ¢he esn stand alove and maintaln
her autonomy unimpalred, that will be the best
way; but in any event we shonld act firmly aud
wigorously Ll all danger is removed.

Prohibition and Boor Signe,

To tnm Eniton or Tus Suv—Sir: Yom publish
letters more or loas adversa to probibition. Perbaps
you also publish those ou the other side, but 1f you
do 1 dow'd happen to ses them. 1 will tell your
readers something [ know of this watter. 1live for
olght or nipe months every year mear s New York
village of u population of say 5,000, The other foir
mouths I live near s New Fugland villaye of about
the same size, In the New York village thoro are
twanty-odd saloons or bars; In the New England vi)
lage no saloons or bars, Iu thia same New Foglaud
village the savings bank bas 81,100,000 on (e
posit, 1% bas & public Ubesry of 8,000 volumos,
splendidly housed, e isits putilie reading room. It
bas & prla Fire Department, concreted streeis and
sidewalks, two large and elogant hotels In which if
aoy of your resders can Aod a bar or other svidepoes
of liguor sclllog, they are amarter than the wealthy
and publipspirited citizons who are so kpown aud
determined in thelr support of the probibitory law
that nobody dares run the risk of an attempted viola-
tlon. This vilinge bas Its bigh school W ons of the
fipest bulldiogs lo the cuuutey: It fotormediats
school In apother elegaut odifios, and Ila primary
sehoo! and kindergarien beautifully housed. It pleks
up ina cerrisge the smaller ohildren aud cocveys
them to and from sehiool st the pubilis expenne,

The Now York village with Its twonty-odd saloons
bas po public library or resdiug room, no pald Yire
Department, no concreted sireels or sMdewalks, ons
publie school bulldiog. I drove In my own opon
carriage last fall from this New Fugland village 175
miles through Neow Hawpstire sud Verinong {which
have prohibitory laws) and alopg ihe road I pever
saw @vin & beer cask, mich leas & saloon sign. 1
traveled goversl days, stopplug st hotels which
were without bars or any evidence of Mguur selling,
But soon aftor crosaslug inte the State of New York
thie saloon plgnus, &e, logan 1o sppear. What exiled
and oatracised (hose casks ol theas wigns, I uug the
Iaw # Do Myuor seliirs pot op sigus for fug? Do
they not do it 10 siiract custow? No one Ppretends
sthat prolibitory laws or mny olher lawe are alw ays
obeyed and never viviated, but I they do be more
thay drive out slgus sud beer barvels, they do muck
Lo ddinlnlsh loteu perance. E. Mivps,

A Kiudiy Pravislen of Smiure,
From the dichison Daily Globe,
When & woiian looks sl B man he uever Suows
whether sbe b sdiniring Lim o thlnkiug how bowagky
| s s

OUR PUBLIC RCHOOLA,
What s Required by the Paplls and the Dally
and Menkeys Mequired by the Reformers,

To vk Borron oF Tie BUN—Sir: On the U1
of the present month the Board of Kdacation
wil), nnder tho law, take hold of the machinery
devised by the charier forthe control of the puis
llo school system In the five boroughs canstbe
tuling the elty of New York, The new hoard
will connlst of ninsteon members, olaven from
Manhaitan and the Fronx, six from Rrooklyn,
and one each from Richmond and Qneens, A
majority of the board will ba eomposed of nidme
bers who are at present and Bave for some tim
boen rasponaible for the workings of the schonl
system in old New York. Col. Strong's “rm
formora" will not only continue to sxercise (he
offleial funetionn appertalning to thelt originn}
posta as Bchool Commissloners for Manhn!ing,
and the Bronx: thelr powers will extend 1o the
roecently annexed boroughs, nnd it Is only read
sonnble lo bellove that the wondorfol adiond
tlonal advantages now onjored by the boays and
pirls of the old city will at an éarly date be pars
ticipated In by the benighted youth of New
Dorn. Linolenmville, Duteh Killa, Middle Vi«
lnge, and Canavsle, Now, lot me dedcribo ag
briefly as possible what the aforcsniil elucas
tional advantiges amount to. The informatlion
will doubliess be welcome to the gool citizeng
of Brooklyn, Staten Island, and Queens,

In the publie schools of Manhattan and the
Nronx the actual work of Instractlon ean undeg
no clreumatances cover a longor periol than
twonty-one hours weckly., In the flve schionl
days of each week twenty-four hours at the ut=
most aro avallable for school husiness, aw
thres boursof thin time are usually -'Imllmmi
for openlng exercines, physicnl exerclara Iy
elassrooms, and semidally dismissale. OFf the
twonty-one hours spent in actual tenchine. twos
thirds of the entiro time s devoled, under the
rules, ta the following subjects: Mununl traing
Ing, 4 bonra; arithmetic, 3 honrs; writinig,
2 hours: French or German, 1% hours; peogs
raphy, 1 hour; physiology and hyglene, 1 hour,
and history and drawing, # hour-onch. Fod
fnatruction In reading, spelling, compositiong
Englleh grammnr, bookkeeplng, sonersl his
tory, phyeles, and singing only seven hours nog
week remaln, under the rigldly enforoel riley
of the board. Heference, it moy by staled, Ig
mnde here to the upper grammar griades, which,
to save apace, must bo taken ns represciutative
of all the rest.

Even an unprofossional eye can caslly divide
the subjeots mentioned above intn two clusies,
the essential and the non-essential, More thin
onc-half of the pupil's timoe dach week is doe
voted, under an overpralsed pubilie sohool svas
tem, to studics of hut ssoondars husortanc: ad
a preparation for the battle of life, while su'm
Jecta n knowledge of which Is absolutely novos
sary to worldly success are placed In the ek
ground. Over 00 por centb. of our s#linol ehildren
are ohliged, throngh the poverts of thelr pas
rents, to go to work at or befors the ageof 14,

Itis very tmportant for those children, In vicw
cf the life struggle nhead of every one of thew
thnt they be endowed with ns many vilueationg
ndvantages, of & useful and practicnl niutiure, a
the State oan bastow upon thoem in o necessaril
limited poriod, They should ot least hennda
proficient In those essontinl branches which arq
of first Importance when sohaol hecomos u inord
memary and when the stern facte of dally
exlatence have constantly to be rechoned with
A young New Yorker atarting in life should
cortain] able to read, write, and
spoak o English langunge with o read
sonable degres of correctness, e ahould
be oconversant with the simplo onorad
tions of business arithmetle, and ehiould
know the ligylorfant Tgets relating to Amoerionn
geography and history. A school aystom the
senda a boy or a girl into the metive worll with
an odueatlonal equipment less than thin des
serves severe censuro, and, In fact, is not one
titled to toleration. Buch a system, Iam com«
pelled Lo eve, now existe In old New York,
and the responaibility for Its existence l‘ﬁr!‘
altogether with the ** reform " S8chool Board,
Concerning two of the non-essential sublvcty
o'.‘t'-ur?.‘lnw one-fourth of the pupll’'s time In oud
achools to<dar, I shall make a few emplintic re-
marks, As far as relates Lo the true intercsis of
our boys and girls, the time & tin ourpabiis
achools in the vain endeavor Lo teach unwilling
Pl..plh! forelen Inngllnrel Is utterly wasted, and
he money employed In the undertaking 15 siin
?‘i! thrown away. The hobby
ralning, though much more costly in time and
money, Is gqually-uselean in ita reaults. In both
caned the taxpayerssuffer unnecessarily, but ihia
children are, in the long run. the erenteal sufs
ferers of nll, itive wrong ia inflicted on
boys and girls who must bogin to enrn their live
ng In perhaps a fow months, when they are
compelled to spend one-fifth of thefr school houre

led manun

nt clay molelling, paper cutting, and doll's
dmtnnklﬂf‘x. while, at the snme time, they arg
actually defloient In the art of eorreci esp
slon, In arithmatic, and In other lmuortant ele
mentary branches of knowledgo. 1t §s all vory
well for puplis to be able (n mrke o protty
doll or darn a stocking, to cut funtastio piper
atterns, or carve from wood n lot of v lrad

ors, 1o monld with faeilo fingers o rodi
of Africa, or Illustrale the discaverics of
Jumbus by the copious wse of ciny, '
retty thongh petty accomplishn enis (e o
‘or exhibition purpnses, 1t {s nica and decdy
from tha officlal point of view to=how
from nfar how clever our schopl «hild
modelling and cnttng and patelins
ting, but it would be much better if 1l

riab
thln
visitnre
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people were taught 1o o peoficient!y thosg
things which, in order 1o be syocess ol thoy
munst do when they leave s -hool ond boen the
serfous business of 1ife In oftlec,

workslinm '
tory, or store. When. by much aftort LA
long and anxlous walting. & hoy
place In a counting room. the regl!
malter %or Lilin is to know how to rony o
or make out a blll, not 10 mould s plaster
carve p wooden monkey,

The New York ovening namer

which beo

tinguished for its faculiy af: -
and unpopular view of alapost 1

ublic matter oxtreases i1s delichit L
hat the old School Boaed, with [t ol
teachers, ita worso thon usolocs mana ooz
system, and i neglect of the roglly o ial
bronches of instraction . Is to rant fin 1w,
In that journnl's opinion, the uieonle Ny

York ought to be deaply gratefal 1hat, ov
the other great depnrtments of the o
ernmbnt have fallen into the hands of 1he one
emY, the school department is still Lotan ' e
reach of the foes of Mugwumpery.,
shall soon have a pow clty Super!
of Schools, Irremovahla for slx yesrs' |
trivmphantly. We shall, indeed, and it s
sinveroly hooed that the new offlilnl will vot !
a Mugwump, n re‘iﬂ--enmﬂvc of the Ihette) bl
ment, or n manual teaining erank, winl
haby carriagos, clny mules, nnd
kina foremont in hismind ne app
of luveniio afart in the pubillo sehs
New Yonk, Feb, 10, A VeEvii s

Varying Testimony of Fyow linewmes.
Prom the Kansns 48y Tournal,

A groun of lawyers wan diacgasinge o .
In the oftlce of the Marahal of the Yun
Court of Appeals last woek, Ope lnwyi
was strange how three or four witness
same thing would goton the witne = =
court and tell entirely different siorles of 0o
It happened.

“There's notblng rewmarkable In that)
another lawyer. "The ve of us hore iy v
togeitber down the streel and soe Lwo uind
Ing, Wowlll stopand listen to the s
watch the Aght, and seo one of the men b
othor, und ')'UI. no two of uswitl agroe
in our stories of It, and sowie of un wii
widely on most muaterinl points™

“That reminds me." said Joilg
strange experience of mine; one that Lo
oxpinin then snd which haw beon s
me ever aince, It was looa sl tawn
terlor Mipsouri. I was then nttentl
The courthoves was lnoa squares b the con! o
the town. During a recess of the o il
Jookiug out of a window of e aurthoee o
saw iwo men fighting In the sipest, [ <nn
of the iwen draw o knlfe and 1.0t he o
fmmediately drew his rovolver ot »0o
with tho knife dond. 1 1 Lol heon wuly
n tho watter I would Lhiave gope nio
sworn that 1 saw the moan drenw o ko« )
the other; and vel those who stond s oo 2
two el tostifled that no kpjfe wig :
uscd, nnd no knife was found, It w. 0 |
luslon on my part, and It goes tehooo
meay muy be sure be seca a thing ana e ]
nol eee {1."
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GCumbileg on & Death,
From tae Philadelphia Tivica
“"Pob" Hamilton is demd, The news L]
policy king's death travelled rupid jr od
kpown ina fow minutes by the freucn’
all the polivy shops. Those who Lang o
bis old haunts wero grivvod. Many wi
kind wards spoken of the man who for
taken do the swull bels of the play
had been rich and poor by tuens 1
qualitioy were romwem! erod] hls bad o
gotien
T'rue to the supsratitions of the police o'
they tried to bouetit by his deatlh. They
into “play the rows ' he bad plased !
rows Aiggestod by his death.
(M course the " dead row " was ploye!
of course, it did not “come out,” or Wi #
was the row of Hgures—4 1990 au v bt 9
had wmade a winniug (he day affer bis wif .
The ** yollve row." snother of B o

- b

fle comuinations, Was o Winnur yealn o0

ing, but few of the plavers kuew of Lo 1 '
to the hosplital bn time for that fact 1o~
it W they, Bobolien played tho
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